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ANDORRA. 22 Dec.—It was learned that both the Council-General of 
Andorra and the Bishopric of Urgel considered as further interference 
in Andorran internal affairs a statement issued by the French Foreign 
Ministry which sought to ascribe a pro-French leaning to the successful 
candidates in the recent elections to the Council-General. The French 
declaration was stated to be inexact and another instance of the ‘cam- 
paign of division and confusion which the French Government had 
been promoting for some months’. It was affirmed that of the twelve 
candidates elected only one was of pro-French sympathies. 

23 Dec.—French reply (see France). 

3 Jan.—Spanish commission for Andorra (see Spain). 

It was learned that the secretary of the Council-General had re- 
affirmed his loyalty to the authority of the two co-princes in spite of 
recent events. 


ARAB LEAGUE. 29 Dec.—A meeting of the political committee ended 
in Beirut. It had been convened at the request of Jordan and Syria to 
study Jordan’s draft reply to the Israeli request, made through the 
United Nations, for direct talks on frontier questions. 


AUSTRALIA. 1 Jan.—U.S.S.R. The Russian Commercial Attaché at 
Canberra announced an agreement under which Australia was to 
import from the U.S.S.R. canned salmon and crab meat estimated to 
be worth £A1,600,000. (The trade account between the two countries 
stood at nearly twenty to one in Australia’s favour.) 

4 Jan.—Antarctic. An expedition left for the Antarctic with the aim 
of planting the Australian flag permanently in MacRobertson Land, on 
the mainland 4,000 miles south-west of Melbourne and 1,500 miles from 
the South Pole. 

Imperial Preference. The New Zealand Finance Minister, Mr 
Bowden, who had arrived in Sydney for the Commonwealth Finance 
Ministers conference, told the press that he would support any 
strengthening of imperial preference provided it did not interfere with 
friendly relations with other countries. The Canadian Finance Minister, 
Mr Abbott, said that since the war imperial preference had not operated 
to the benefit of Canada. 

5 Jan.—Commonwealth Finance Conference. In a statement on 
the forthcoming conference Mr Menzies, Prime Minister, said that the 
sterling countries had no design to transfer their problems to American 
shoulders but they did emphasize that their problem, which was the 
difficulties of dollar trade both ways, was also America’s problem. A 
great world trader like the United States could not afford to see world 
trade divided and marred by currency barriers. No quick results from 
the decisions of the London conference could be expected, because 
American co-operation rested on American political and_ financial 
decisions. But time did not run in favour of convertibility except to the 
extent that, by stimulating exports, working hard, and restricting the 
use of dollars, the sterling countries could increase their gold and dollar 
reserves and reach convertibility by their own strength. But that meant 
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along, hard road. An early measure of convertibility would strengthen 
both sterling and the dollar by stimulating trade and investment. The 
encouragement and strengthening of the trade and payments position 
of the sterling nations were vital to the defence of the free world and 
were therefore a natural complement, and would be the greatest 
achievement in the magnificent generous efforts of the United States 
for years past. Mr Menzies again emphasized that the sterling countries 
were not asking the United States to get them out of their troubles 
painlessly. Joint co-operation was envisaged, and he pointed out that 
other London decisions. involved for sterling countries internal policies 
of some economic severity and considerable political difficulty. The 
Sydney conference would discuss the results so far achieved of these 
policies. In Australia inflationary pressures had been materially brought 
under control, and employment and production were on a high and 
rising level. Australia was, however, still short of capital in spite of con- 
siderable capital expenditure on development. The means envisaged in 
London of making sterling available for development either through the 
International Bank or through a special development company in 
London, had so far been ineffective for Australia and of very limited 
use for other sterling countries. 

United Kingdom... Mr Butler, U.K. Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
said on arrival for the conference that the Commonwealth had tre- 
mendous resources in uranium and oil which must be developed in the 
interests of the whole rather than of any single nation. Britain was 
‘hugely interested’ in Australia’s uranium deposits and in her recent 
discovery of oil. 

6 Jan.—Commonwealth Development. Mr Butler told the press 
that there would be an ‘audacious’ British policy of investment in 
Commonwealth development projects. He made the following points: 
(1) Britain would make Commonwealth development a prior’ commit- 
ment; (2) Britain was ‘prepared to match the right sort of project with 
the right sort of finance’; (3) the Commonwealth looked to the United 
States for good creditor and freer trade policies; (4) Australia was ‘one 
of the most inspiring prospects’ for development. He said that about 
{100 m. had been authorized for British investments in Commonwealth 
projects during 1953. 


—— 18 Dec.—Jewish statement on restitution claims (see Great 
ntain), 

19 Dec.—Austro-east German trade agreement (see Germany). 

22 Dec.—Four-Power Conference. The Cabinet decided to 
empower the Foreign Minister, Dr Figl, to send an unofficial delegation 
to the forthcoming four-Power conference in Berlin. 

23 Dec.—British statement re conference (see Great Britain). 

The Allied Council agreed to relax travel restrictions for nationals of 
the four occupying Powers. (All other foreigners had for some time 
been allowed to travel freely throughout Austria.) 

5 Jan.—Berlin Conference. The Federal Government sent Notes 
to Britain, France, the United States, and Russia, appealing for the 
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Austria (continued) 
inclusion of the Austrian state treaty on the agenda of the forthcoming 
Berlin conference. 


BRAZIL. 18 Dec.—International Bank Loans. It was announced 
that the International Bank had approved loans to Brazil of $12-5 m. 
for the purchase of electric trains and of $10 m. for the Salto Grande 
hydro-electric project. 

1 Jan.—Anglo-Brazilian Trade. Mr Heathcoat Amory, U.K. 
Minister of State at the Board of Trade, arrived in Rio de Janeiro to 
discuss Anglo-Brazilian trade. 


BRITISH GUIANA. 27 Dec.—New Government. The Governor, 
Sir Alfred Savage, announced in a broadcast the formation of an interim 
Government composed of ten members of an Executive Council (three 
official and seven unofficial) and twenty-seven members of a Legislative 
Council. Representatives of all the various races except the Amerindian 
were included but no supporters of the People’s Progressive Party. 

Economic Council. The Governor also announced the appointment 
of an economic council, as recommended by the International Bank, 
with himself as chairman. 

28 Dec.—Mrs Jagan, wife of the deposed Prime Minister, was fined 
250 West Indian dollars (£50), with three months’ imprisonment as an 
alternative, for holding an illegal meeting. 

3 Jan.—The Governor ordered the release from detention of Balli 
Lachmansingh, one of the former leaders of the People’s Progressive 
Party. He was reported to have severed his connection with the party 
and to have asked for police protection to return to his home. 

5 Jan.—On the arrival of members of the Commission of Inquiry, 
the P.P.P. stated that it would boycott the Commission. It charged 
the British Government with ‘insincerity’ on the ground that the Com- 
mission was originally stated to be for the purpose of fact-finding but 
was now to recommend changes in the Constitution, thus implying 
acceptance of the White Paper charges. 

6 Jan.—The P.P.P. gained control of the central executive of the 
powerful Transport Workers’ Union in the elections for officers for 1954. 


BRITISH WEST INDIES. 29 Dec.—Jamaica. Communism. It was 
learned that Mr Bustamante’s Government had instructed the Labour 
Ministry to have no dealings whatever with any organization or union 
associated with the Communists or under Communist influence. 
Private employers also had been advised to follow the same course. ‘The 
move was aimed against the newly-formed Jamaica Federation of Trade 
Unions, affiliated to the W.F.T.U. 


BULGARIA. 20 Dec.—Elections. Elections for the National Assembly 
were held. There was a single list of candidates drawn up by the Com- 
munist-controlled Fatherland Front. 

30 Dec.—Greek-Bulgarian border agreement (see Greece). 
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CANADA. 17 Dec.—Great Britain. The House of Commons passed a 
Bill approving the financial agreement with the United Kingdom signed 
on 13 August. The agreement provided that the $150 m. balance 
remaining of the $7oo m. interest-free loan made to Britain in 1942 
should be extended for five years and be payable in quarterly instalments. 

18 Dec.—Mr Pearson on E.D.C. (see France). 

29 Dec.—Economy. In a review of the Canadian economy, Mr 
Howe, Minister of Trade and Commerce, described 1953 as ‘another 
period of record achievement’ with increases in production, employ- 
ment, and incomes, 

4 Jan—Mr Gouzenko. A meeting took place between Mr Gou- 
zenko, the former clerk in the Soviet Embassy, and Senators Jenner 
and McCarran of the U.S. Senate internal security sub-committee. The 
meeting took place in accordance with the Canadian conditions (see 
Vol. 1X p. 780). 

5 Jan.—India. It was announced that Canada was giving India 120 
steam locomotives as part of her contribution under the Colombo Plan. 


CEYLON. 30 Dec.—India. The Government agreed to grant an 
Indian request for 30,000 tons of Burma rice, either as a loan returnable 
within three months or as an outright sale at cost price. The rice was 
needed to meet an acute temporary shortage in the Travancore district. 


CHINA. 26 Dec.—A Russian delegation headed by the Soviet Minister 
of Metallurgical Industries joined in celebrations to mark the com- 
pletion of three important joint industrial projects at Anshan, compris- 
ing steel rolling and seamless tubing mills and an additional blast 
furnace. It was claimed that these would enable China to build her 
own ships, railway bridges, and rails. _ 

An announcement in Peking reported the completion of the renova- 
tion of the Maanshan iron smelting plant near Shanghai which had 
been damaged in the Japanese war. 

2 Jan.—India. A conference between Indian and Chinese represen- 
tatives began in Peking. It was understood that Tibet was to be the main 
subject of discussion. 


CUBA. 18 Dec.—Great Britain. Anglo-Cuban trade discussions 
ended in Havana, and it was announced that it had been agreed to 
extend for a further three years from 1 January 1954 the tariff reduc- 
tions included in the 1951 agreement. The British delegation agreed to 
relax import restrictions on Cuban cigars, and it also undertook not to 
discriminate against Cuban sugar except as regards Commonwealth 
sugar (covered by the Commonwealth sugar agreement). 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA. 22 Dec.—Prague Radio announced that two 
Czech citizens had been sentenced to. death, and a woman to life 
imprisonment, for espionage. Twenty-two others were sentenced to 
prison terms varying from six to twenty years. 

28 Dec.—The Ministry of the Interior announced that 103 persons 
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Czechoslovakia (continued) 

had been killed and 83 injured in a railway accident at Sakvice station 
near Brno on 24 December. It said that a number of railwaymen who 
had been guilty of gross negligence had been arrested. 


DANUBE COMMISSION. 17 Dec.—At the final meeting of the Com- 
mission’s session the chiefs of five administrative sections were elected, 
Of the eleven important appointments made during the session (five 
sectional heads, president, vice-president, secretary, and three tech- 
nical directors) Russia, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Hungary, and Rumania 
each gained two and Czechoslovakia one. It was agreed that other 
vacant posts would be filled by the president and secretary in consulta- 
tion with the chief director, bearing in mind the agreement to effect a 
fair distribution among all member countries. 


EGYPT. 17 Dec.—Great Britain. Sir Ralph Stevenson, British 
Ambassador, arrived back in Cairo after an absence of six months 
owing to illness. 

Canal Zone. The Ministry of the Interior said that British troops 
had cordoned off several areas in the Canal Zone ‘apparently in search 
of Egyptian commandos’ and had established a check point near 
Firdan bridge over the canal. 

Arrests. The public security department announced that forty-three 
Egyptians had been arrested for Communist activity. 

British statement re allegation by Major Salem (see Great Britain). 

21 Dec.—Statement re visit of British parliamentary delegation (see 
Great Britain). 

30 Dec.—It was learned that the Ambassadors to Pakistan, India, 
Britain, the United States, and the Soviet Union had been recalled to 
assist in an examination by the Government of its foreign relations. 

2 Jan.—Release of blocked sterling (see Great Britain). 

3 Jan.—Ministerial Changes. It was announced that Dr Ismail el 
Kabbany, Minister of Education, had resigned and had been succeeded 
by Dr Abbass Ammar, whose post as Minister of Social Affairs had been 
given to Major Kamla el Din Hussein. As a result the Cabinet consisted 
of five military Ministers and nine civilians. 

4 Jan.—Turkey. It was announced that the Government had 
deprived the Turkish Ambassador, Mr Fuat Tugay, of his diplomatic 
immunity and had ordered his expulsion from Egypt within twenty- 
four hours. A statement read to the press by the Under-Secretary, 
Ministry of National Guidance, said that Mr Tugay’s attitude had been 
consistently unfriendly to Egypt and the Government, which was 
attributed to the fact that his wife belonged to the Mahomet Ali family. 
The statement listed a number of examples of the Ambassador's 
unfriendly attitude including the allegation that he had told the 
Egyptian Deputy Premier, Col. Nasser, that his acts were ‘not those 
of gentlemen’. 

The Egyptian Ambassador to Turkey, Ahmed Hakky was recalled. 

5 Jan.—Mr Fuat Tugay left for Turkey. Sir Ralph Stevenson, the 
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British Ambassador, and the Beigian Ambassador, M. Eeman, went to 
the airport to see him off. 

Yemeni Note re alleged British aggression (see Yemen). 

6 Jan.—Turkish statement on expulsion of Ambassador (see Turkey). 


EUROPEAN COAL AND STEEL COMMUNITY. 28 Dec.—The 
High Authority announced that a letter had been sent to the British 
Government on 24 December containing an invitation to begin nego- 
tiations to establish the complete form of an association between Britain 
and the Community. 


FRANCE. 18 Dec.—Canada: E.D.C. Mr Lester Pearson, Canadian 
Minister for External Affairs, said in Paris that if the European Defence 
Community treaty were rejected Canada would be forced to review her 
policy, but such a review would in no case imply a return to ‘continent- 
alism.’ 

22 Dec.—Andorra. Complaint against France (see Andorra). 

Andorra. A Foreign Office spokesman said in reply to the complaint 
re the French statement on Andorra (see Andorra) that under the 
1360 condominium treaty Andorran affairs were the joint responsibility 
of France acting conjointly with the other co-prince, the Bishop of 
Urgel, and there were thus no grounds to take exception to the statement 
that the elections had reaffirmed Andorran loyalty to France. The 
spokesman said that at least ten of the twelve candidates elected were 
favourable to the French point of view. 

23 Dec.—Presidential Election. M. René Coty, an Independent 
Conservative member of the Council of the Republic, was elected 
President of the Republic after thirteen ballots. At the final ballot M. 
Coty received 477 votes, M. Naegelen (Socialist) 329, M. Jacquinot 
(Independent Conservative) 21, and various candidates 44 votes. 
M. Laniel, the Independent Conservative Prime Minister, had with- 
drawn his candidature on 22 December after the eleventh ballot. 

Strikes. A post-office strike called by the C.G.T. and independent 
unions began in Paris. The Force Ouvriére and Christian unions, while 
‘Pproving the claims for a cost of living bonus, withheld support for 

e strike. 

29 Dec.—Indo-China. M. Herriot, President of the National 
Assembly, told a delegation of railway workers at Lyons that France 
had just suffered a military reverse in Indo-China and it was high time 
to negotiate. The millions spent on the war would be better spent in 
satisfying the workers’ social claims. 

30 Dec.—Gen. Guillaume on terrorism in Morocco (see Morocco). 

1 Jan.—Libyan refusal of French offer (see Libya). 

3 Jan.—M. Laniel. M. Laniel tendered his resignation to the 
President who invited him to remain in office. M. Laniel had explained 
to the President that he was not waiting until 17 January (when the new 
President would assume office) to offer the customary resignation 
because of the forthcoming four-Power conference in Berlin on 25 
January. In his reply President Auriol said he had consulted with M. 
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France (continued) 

Coty, the president-elect, and they had considered it impossible 
because of the international time table to accept his resignation. He 
pointed out that the questions to be discussed in Berlin were the same as 
those discussed at Bermuda and that before the Bermuda conference 
M. Laniel had been given a vote of confidence by the National Assembly, 
He was therefore asking M. Laniel to remain in office ‘with the agree- 
ment of the National Assembly and the adherence of the Council of the 
Republic’. 

Andorra. Reorganization of Spanish commission (see Spain). 

4 Jan.—Postal Strike. Leaders of the C.G.T. and of ‘autonomous’ 
postal workers’ unions decided to call off the Paris postal sorters’ strike 
begun on 23 December. 

6 Jan.—At an extraordinary session of the National Assembly 
M. Laniel obtained a vote of approval by 319 votes to 249. In defending 
his policy M. Laniel emphasized the improvements achieved in both the 
gold and foreign exchange reserves and in the foreign trade balance, and 
he also pointed out that the Government had increased by 150 milliards 
the sums to be paid out in various forms of pensions and allowances. On 
foreign affairs he reaffirmed France’s loyalty to N.A.T.O. while 
emphasizing that no opportunity would be missed at the Berlin confer- 
ence of improving relations with Russia. He repeated that the Govern- 
ment wanted peace in Indo-China but said that so far Ho Chi-Minh had 
put forward no concrete or official proposals on which discussions could 
be opened. 


GERMANY. 17 Dec.—Berlin. Four-Power Conference. The 
Berlin House of Representatives approved unanimously a Socialist 
motion requesting the western commandants to initiate talks with the 
Soviet commandant to secure the removal of obstacles to communica- 
tion and free movement between the two sectors. The resolution also 
expressed the hope that the east German and Russian authorities would 
review the prison sentences passed on demonstrators in the 17 June 
rising and on other political prisoners and that in the meantime the 
prisoners should receive better treatment. 

The House of Representatives also endorsed unanimously the 
Bundestag’s resolution on the four Power conference (see Vol. 1X, 10 
December). 

18 Dec.—West Germany. Budget. The Bundesrat rejected the 
proposal that the Lander should contribute to the Bund 42 per cent, 
instead of the previous 38 per cent, of the yield of income and corpora- 
tion taxes. (It was in expectation of this increase that Herr Schiffer, 
the Finance Minister, had balanced his budget for the fiscal year 1954-5 
see Vol. IX, p. 761). 

East Germany. The People’s Chamber adopted unanimously 
resolutions urging (1) an immediate increase and improvement in the 
production of consumer goods, and (2) the holding of all-German 
talks as a prelude to the framing of a peace treaty. 

19 Dec.—Trade Agreements. The east German news agency, 
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4.D.N., announced the signing by east Germany of new trade agree- 
ments with Norway and Austria. 

20 Dec.—West Germany. It was learned that the Federal Govern- 
ment had relaxed some of the restrictions on the transfer abroad both of 
returns on capital invested in the Federal Republic and of payments 
made as restitution to the victims of Nazi persecution. Transfers of 
earnings on investments made after 15 July 1931 were again allowed 
and were no longer confined to creditor countries within the meaning 
of the London debts agreement. The victims of Nazi persecution were 
allowed to transfer abroad restitution payments up to 500 marks per 
month. 

21 Dec.—East Germany. Espionage. The supreme court of the 
Soviet zone sentenced to life imprisonment three members of the 
alleged ‘American spy ring organization, von Gehlen’. Three others 
received sentences of fifteen years and one of twelve years. 

West Germany. Economic Progress. The west German Associa- 
tion for Economic Studies published a report which showed that dur- 
ing the second half of 1953 the national income rose by 6 per cent and 
the expenditure on consumer goods by 8 per cent. In the third quarter 
exports rose by 8 per cent. The cost of living dropped during the 
year by nearly 3 per cent, while fixed assets continued to expand. Most 
of the 10 m. refugees had been successfully integrated in the economy. 

War Criminals. Two more war criminals were released as an act of 
clemency. 

Berlin. U.S. Food Scheme. The United States commandant in 
Berlin launched a Christmas gift food parcel scheme under which 
300,000 needy west Berliners and refugees from the Soviet zone were 
to receive goo tons of food from America. 

22 Dec.—West Germany. The U.S. High Commission announced 
the release on parole of thirty-three war criminals on the recommenda- 
tion of the mixed consultative board set up to review conditions for 
clemency. Three other prisoners were released on medical parole and 
four more under the Christmas clemency. 

Zonal Crossings. It was learned that the Allied High Commission 
had proposed in a Note to the Soviet High Commissioner that eight 
specific highway crossings linking east and west Germany should be 
reopened from 23 December and that other highway crossings should 
also be reopened. 

Espionage. Four former members of the S.S. and of the Nazi 
security service were found guilty of espionage on behalf of the Com- 
munists by the Federal Supreme Court. One of them was sentenced to 
four years’ imprisonment and the others to shorter terms. 

28 Dec.—Berlin. The three western commandants protested to 
Mr Dengin, representative of the Soviet High Commission, against an 
incident on 26 December in which a child was killed and its mother 
seriously injured when a Russian patrol fired on a car near a border 
post. 

_ 29 Dec.—Mr Dengin said in reply that the incident was being 
investigated and the results would be forwarded as soon as available. 
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Germany (continued) 

O.E.E.C. report on west German economy (see Organization for 
European Economic Co-operation). 

Release of Prisoners. A group of 1,043 Germans freed from Soviet 
prison camps arrived at Frankfurt-on-Oder. Two American nationals 
were also released by the Soviet authorities and handed over to the 
U.S. authorities. 

Refugees. The west German Institute of Economic Studies stated 
that up to 19 December 310,000 east Germans had applied for political 
asylum in west Germany during 1953. 

West Germany. Economic Reports. The yearly reports of the 
Minister of Economic Affairs and of the Bank Deutscher Lander were 
published. They showed that 1953 had been a period of consolidation 
and advance. For the first time since the currency reform of 1948 a 
virtual balance between credit expansion and the accumulation of 
monetary resources had been achieved. Short-term credits to industry 
had risen in the period January-November by 2,400 m. marks, while 
medium and long-term credits had increased by 6,000 m. marks. Com- 
pared with 1952 exports in 1953 were estimated to show an increase of 
7 per cent and the surplus on foreign trade to be about 1,500 m. marks 
greater: the index of production showed an increase of 8-4 per cent, and 
the output of consumer goods increased 16-3 per cent. 

30 Dec.—East Germany. Herr Grotewohl, Prime Minister, ex- 
pressed regret over the border incident of 26 December (see 28 Decem- 
ber). 

31 Dec.—Berlin. Dr Suhr, Speaker of the West Berlin Assembly, 
rejected a proposal from Herr Ebert, Mayor of east Berlin, for a meeting 
of representatives of east and west Berlin to arrange for all-German 
talks on a wider basis. He wrote that the west Berlin Assembly was the 
only legally constituted body which could represent the wishes of 
Berliners while the four-Power conference took place. The Soviet 
sector could always send delegates to the west Berlin Parliament, and 
he was ready to invite Socialist Unity party representatives to attend 
its meetings. 

West Germany. M. Frangois-Poncet, the December chairman of 
the Allied High Commission, called on Dr Adenauer and communi- 
cated to him the draft of the western Powers’ reply to the latest Soviet 
Note which the Chancellor accepted. 

Release of Prisoners. The Ministry of the Interior announced the 
return from Russia of 1,935 more German prisoners. 

1 Jan.—East Germany. Russo-German Agreement. The most 
important of the provisions of the Russo-East German agreement of 
23 August came into effect. They included the return of thirty-three 
Soviet-owned concerns, including the Leuna and Buna works at 

Merseburg, the abolition of reparations payments, the reduction of 
occupation costs to 5 per cent of the State budget, and the cancellation 
of east German post-war debts. A statement issued by the joint Russian- 
German commission said that new machinery and new production 
methods had been supplied by the Soviet administration with a cons¢- 
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yent increase in production. All the concerns were economically 
viable and had orders, stocks of raw material, and working capital 
sufficient to ensure no interruption in production. 

Release of Prisoners. Another batch of prisoners released from 
Russia arrived in Germany, bringing the total returned since Sep- 
tember to 10,369. 

3 Jan.—Prisoners of War. The (west German) Verband der Heim- 
wehrer stated that on 15 December there were known to be in Russia 
11,624 German prisoners of war in correspondence with their families 
and friends. It estimated that 96,116 Germans were in Russian cap- 
tivity on that date. The total stated to be still in western custody was 
<,128 (1,704 in American, 1,524 in British, and 1,517 in French hands 
with smaller numbers in Italy, Canada, and other countries). 

4 Jan. West Germany.—Provision of blocked sterling for Israeli 
oil purchases (see Israel). 

U.S. allocation for purchase of surplus farm products (see United 
States). 

6 Jan.—West Germany. It was announced that the output of crude 
steel in 1953 was about 380,000 tons less than in 1952. This represented 
the first decline in production since the end of the war. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 17 Dec.—Foreign Affairs. Opening a debate on 
foreign affairs, Sir Winston Churchill, Prime Minister, began by saying 
that he had made it clear at the Bermuda conference that there was no 
prospect of any modification of the British position in regard to the 
Egyptian question which remained as he had stated it on 11 May. The 
negotiations had been resumed and there had been a flood of insults 
and boasting and a constant stream of minor outrages. Otherwise no 
change had taken place. The Government remained convinced that a 
redeployment of British forces in North Africa and the Middle East 
would be militarily and financially advantageous. Of the Bermuda 
conference he said that its first object was to nourish Anglo-American 
friendship and co-operation and he was sure that had been achieved. 
He had learned that if the European Defence Community were not 
ratified by the French an alternative solution of a wider North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization to include Germany was likely to be beset by 
many difficulties—possibly by fatal difficulties. Many persons in the 
United States shared Dr Adenauer’s objections to the creation of a 
German national army, and President Eisenhower attached the utmost 
importance to the formation of a European army. Sir Winston said he 
had thought it his duty to warn ‘our French friends’ at the conference of 
the gravity of the situation. It was incontestable that Germany must 
make a military contribution to the safety of Europe, and Mr Dulles’s 
phrase about the situation having to be ‘agonizingly reappraised’ 
seemed to Sir Winston ‘most formidable’. When the safety of France— 
indeed of Europe—depended upon U.S. policy, all the possible conse- 
quences of abandoning E.D.C. should be placed squarely before the 
French people. It was a matter of vital importance. He had made clear 
at Bermuda that Britain would keep forces on the Continent at least as 


for 
Viet 
the 
ted 
ical 
the 
ere 
ion 
of 
iry 
ile 
m- 
of 
ks 
nd 
xX 
N- 
y; 
in 
ne 
of 
et 
id 
id 
of 
i- 
ot 
e 
st 
yf 
it 
if 
n 
n 


12 CHRONOLOGY OF INTERNATIONAL Events, VOL. 10, No. 1 


Great Britain (continued) 

long as the Americans. He had also urged the need to provide Russia 
with assurances against aggression, and he hoped that during the forth. 
coming Berlin conference there might emerge some means of providing 
Russia with a sense of security arising from other facts than mere force. 

The Prime Minister said that among other matters discussed was the 
exchange of information on intelligence matters, They hoped to enlarge 
the areas of exchanges without infringing the McMahon Act. Lord 
Cherweil and Admiral Strauss had been asked to prepare a record of 
Anglo-American co-operation in the atomic field, and when it was com- 
pleted he and the President would consult together about publication, 
guided by the two Governments. Sir Winston said he considered Presi- 
dent Eisenhower’s proposal regarding the future of atomic energy for 
peaceful purposes one of the most remarkable events since the war and 
he fervently hoped the Soviet Government would not ignore this 
“beam of light amid so much darkness and confusion’. 

Mr Eden, Foreign Secretary, also emphasized the vital importance 
of President Eisenhower’s proposals and said the British and Canadian 
Governments would do all in their power to promote the success of any 
discussions with Russia which resulted from them. On Egypt Mr 
Eden made it clear that the Government were not trying to revive the 
Suez Canal Convention which had no terminal date, but to seek agree- 
ment in principle for a replacement of the 1936 treaty. The Govern- 
ment were unwilling to break off the negotiations in existing circum- 
stances. When the heads of agreement had been reached the House 
would have an opportunity of discussing them. Two major points were 
outstanding: availability of the base in time of need and uniforms. 
Among the advantages of a treaty would be the opportunity to redeploy 
British forces for the defence of the Middle East, and in this connection 
Mr Eden pointed to the change which had taken place since the 
adhesion of Greece and Turkey to N.A.T.O. The Government did 
not want and did not intend to abandon British responsibilities in the 
Middle East, but if they could not get an agreement with Egypt they 
would have to reconsider the whole position in the light of British 
needs, interests, and obligations. Mr Eden finally referred to the forth- 
coming Berlin four-Power conference and promised not to go to it ina 
spirit of defeatism. 

Egypt. A Foreign Office spokesman described as ‘a contemptible 
allegation without any foundation whatsoever’ a statement by Major 
Salah Salem, Egyptian Minister of National Guidance, that the 
Egyptian Ambassador in London had been approached ‘by the British’ 
to ask the Minister to stop his anti-British campaign in exchange for 
help in the medical treatment of his son. 

U.K.-Canadian financial agreement (see Canada). 

18 Dec.—Jewish Claims on Austria. Dr Goldmann, chairman of 
the joint executive board for Jewish claims on Austria, announced that 
Jewish leaders had broken off negotiations with the Austrian Govern- 
ment concerning the settlement of Jewish claims (expected to amount 
to about £28-5 m.), following an Austrian decision that discussion of 
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heirless Jewish property claims could not proceed until six months 
after the signing of the Austrian peace treaty. Dr Goldmann said the 
decision was a reversal of Austrian policy. 

Anglo-Cuban trade talks (see Cuba). 

Contribution to U.N. Technical Assistance Fund (see United Nations, 
Economte and Social Council). 

21 Dec.—Uganda. The Buganda delegation in London issued a 
statement in which they said that for some time past there had been 
among the people of Uganda a growing feeling of insecurity which 
might be attributed to (a) the issue of federation, and (6) African 
suspicions arising from the cumulative effect of non-African immigra- 
tion—the immigrants’ increasing economic domination and their greater 
political power with the threat of possible future economic and political 
domination. The delegation asserted that the existing crisis had de- 
veloped as a direct consequence of Mr Lyttelton’s statement in June 
on east African federation, and it declared that the Governor’s denial 
that this was the case (in a telegram quoted by Mr Lyttelton in the 
debate of 16 December) was inaccurate and moreover shown to be in- 
accurate in the White Paper. Africans welcomed economic and political 
development, but they would rather forego the benefits they brought if 
they were also accompanied by political and economic domination by 
outsiders. For the development of the Kilembe copper mines, for ex- 
ample, there was as yet no sign that Africans were being trained to work | 
from the bottom to the top, and it had therefore been concluded that 
the mines would be staffed by immigrants which meant a greater settler 
population. The request for Buganda self-government had been 
erroneously construed by H.M. Government as a demand for an 
independent Buganda severed from the rest of Uganda. That dis- 
memberment of Uganda had never been the intention of the Kabaka 
or his Ministers had been clearly proved by what had transpired at the 
meeting of the four rulers of the treaty States (Bunyoro, Buganda, 
Toro, and Ankola) at Hoima on 1o October, to which there was no 
reference in the White Paper. 'The four rulers had sent a letter to the 
Governor emphasizing their grave concern at the statement on federa- 
tion and asking for an effective revision of the relationship between 
H.M. Government and their States. 

The statement went on to say that the crux of the dispute had been 
the Governor’s insistence that the Kabaka, in transmitting the Governor’s 
reply rejecting the request for self-government, should not only refrain 
from indicating his own feelings in the matter but should positively 
commend the Governor’s policy. This had been contrary to the Kabaka’s 
conscience and his refusal to act against his conscience had led to the 
decision to depose and banish him. The statement referred to the 
‘painful facts relating to the humiliating experience’ of the Kabaka’s 
arrest and expulsion, and it declared finally that it was the delegation’s 
sincere desire that the Kabaka should be restored to his people and also 
that it was prepared to continue the friendly relationship with H.M. 
Government which existed before the crisis (see Uganda for ( hief 
Secretary’s reply). 
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Great Britain (continued) 

Egypt. Five Labour M.P.s issued a statement saying that they had 
decided to decline the Egyptian Government’s invitation to visit 
Egypt with five Conservative M.P.s owing to the latter’s decision to 
withdraw their acceptances. They regretted this because they believed 
the Egyptian Government and the Foreign Office to be right in think- 
ing that an all-party delegation would help to build ‘a bridge of under- 
standing between the two countries’. 

22 Dec.—Uganda. The Colonial Secretary informed the Kabaka of 
Buganda that the decision to withdraw recognition of him as native 
ruler of Buganda was final. 

A Colonial Office statement said that on 17 December during a 
further interview with the Secretary of State the Kabaka had said that if 
he were allowed to return to Buganda and resume his functions as 
native ruler he would be prepared to give the assurances which he had 
previously refused to give to the Governor. In considering this offer to 
retract, H.M. Government had had to bear in mind that after an interval 
of only a few months the Kabaka had completely gone back on a joint 
declaration by himself and the Governor issued in March by pressing 
for the exact opposite; that he had maintained this attitude throughout 
six interviews with the Governor, and that he had remained intransi- 
gent until after the withdrawal of recognition. His offer to retract 
could not therefore have the same worth as an acceptance of H.M. 
Government’s decision before the withdrawal of recognition. In view 
of this and of his earlier record as native ruler, H.M. Government had 
concluded that the Kabaka could not be relied on to co-operate loyally 
as required by the agreement. In the light of advice from the Governor 
they had therefore decided that it would be contrary to the best interests 
of Buganda and the Protectorate of Uganda to allow the Kabaka to 
return. This decision was final. 

The Buganda delegation in London issued a statement saying that 
it still regarded Mutesa II as their king. 

23 Dec.—The Buganda delegation issued another statement declar- 
ing the Government’s decision (reported above) to be devoid of all 
natural justice and a negation of the rule of law. It proposed that the 
question be submitted for an impartial decision. 

Austria. The Foreign Office stated that the Government would 
welcome Austrian participation in the proposed four-Power conference 
—the form of such participation depending on the four Foreign 
Ministers themselves. 

28 Dec.—Coal and Steel Community’s proposal for negotiations (see 
European Coal and Steel Community). 

Decision re naval mission to Greece (see Greece). 

29 Dec.—O.E.E.C. report on British economy (see Organization for 
European Economic Co-operation). ; 

30 Dec.—U.S.S.R. The Foreign Office stated that in an interview 
with Mr Molotov, the Soviet Foreign Minister, on 6 November, the 
British Ambassador had asked for visas for three of the Russian wives 
of British subjects to enable them to join their husbands. 
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Malaya. It was announced that Gen. Sir Gerald Templer’s term of 
office as High Commissioner in Malaya would be extended until the 
inning of June 1954 and that he would then be succeeded by Sir 
Donald McGillivray, the Deputy High Commissioner. On the latter’s 
assumption of office the G.O.C. Malaya would become Director of 
Operations with operational command over all security forces assigned 
for current operations in the Federation. 

1 Jan.—Anglo-Brazilian trade talks (see Brazil). 

Reply to Yemeni protest (see Yemen). 

2 Jan.—Egypt: Blocked Sterling. The Bank of England released, at 
the request of the National Bank of Egypt, £5 m. from Egypt’s blocked 
sterling balances. It was announced that a request of the Bank for the 
simultaneous release of another {10 m., due under the 1951 agreement 
to be released during the current year, had been referred to the Treasury. 

4 Jan.—Israeli oil purchase with German blocked sterling (see Israel). 

U.S. allocation for purchase of surplus farm products (see United 
States). 

Note to Egypt re alleged British aggression (see 
Yemen). 

6 Jan.—Mr Butler on Commonwealth development (see Australia). 


GREECE. 28 Dec.—Great Britain. It was announced that the British 
and Greek Governments had agreed that the British naval mission 
should remain in Greece in a reduced form at British expense. 

30 Dec.—Bulgaria. Greek and Bulgarian representatives signed in 
Salonika an agreement on the common frontier line according to which 
the mid-course of the River Evros (Maritza) constituted the frontier. 
Almost the whole of Beta, Gamma, and five other small river islets were 
restored to Greece, and in addition Greece obtained a large part of the 
Alpha islet. 


HONG KONG. 25 Dec,—A fire in the squatter area of Kowloon 
destroyed the homes of more than 50,000 persons. 
4 Jan.—U.S. aid for refugees (see United States). 


INDIA. 20 Dec.—Pakistan. A Congress Party demonstration against 
American military aid to Pakistan was held in Delhi. About 3,000 
people took part. 

21 Dec.—Germany. The Government signed an agreement with 
the German Krupps and Demag combine for the formation of a private 
Indo-German limited company—Hindustan Steel Limited—to be 
responsible for the erection and operation of a new steel plant with an 
annual capacity of 500,000 tons, capable of expansion to 1 m. tons. The 
capital cost of the plant was estimated to be about Rs.712-5 m. Of the 
initial capital issue of Rs.500,000, Rs.100,000 was to be contributed by 
the German firms. 

Kashmir. Committees of Indian and Pakistan experts began dis- 
cussions in Delhi on the issues impeding the induction of a plebiscite 
administration for Kashmir. 
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India (continued) 

22 Dec.—Mr Nehru, Prime Minister, announced in Parliament the 
setting up of a commission to examine the question of reorganizing the 
States of the Indian Union. 

23 Dec.—Foreign Affairs. Opening a debate on foreign affairs, 
Mr Nehru, Prime Minister, said that the period for explanations to 
prisoners of war in Korea should be extended. He could understand 
the objections to detaining the prisoners indefinitely, but if a few weeks 
extra could help to solve the Korean problem then it would be a 
legalistic and narrow attitude to adhere to a rigid time-table that had not 
anticipated the present difficulties. If a political conference was not held 
the two Commands should come together to reconsider the situation. 
India’s responsibilities in Korea, Mr Nehru said, could not be ignored. 
It was deeply involved as a member of the Neutral Nations Repatriation 
Commission, as its chairman, and as the custodian of prisoners of war. 
The custodian force would be withdrawn on the 120th day unless they 
were asked to stay, and they could eject the prisoners from the camps 
or return them to the Commands. But it was the business of the re- 
patriation commission to provide facilities for prisoners to make their 
own choice, and thousands had not been given the opportunity. If the 
two Commands and the repatriation commission failed to agree the 
responsibility would fall on India. But if agreement was impossible the 
United Nations General Assembly should be recalled, and the Indian 
viewpoint would be expressed fully. 

Turning to Pakistan, Mr Nehru said that its acceptance of military 
aid from the United States would lessen the chances of peace. He did 
not question Mr Mohammad Ali’s statement that there had been no 
negotiations for bases, but when military aid was accepted the whole 
country became a base. Colonial domination was seeking to re-establish 
itself; it was a reversal of history and India would not tolerate it. There 
was no future for India and Pakistan without friendly relations. 

He welcomed. the suggestion of the Prime Minister of Ceylon that 
countries such as Ceylon, India, Pakistan, Burma, and Indonesia 
should meet from time to time. There were many subjects of common 
concern, and co-operation would produce good results. 

Dec.—United States. An agreement was signed in New Delhi 
for the establishment of a joint fund to which the United States would 
contribute $20 m. for the purchase of locomotives and goods wagons 
and India would contribute {2-3 m. for transport costs. 

27 Dec.—Akhali Sikh extremists prevented Mr Nehru from address- 
ing a mass meeting at Sirhind, near Patiala, and police had to break up 
a violent demonstration by Sikhs who pursued the car of the Minister 
Works, Sardar Swaran >ingh. 

29 Dec.—Kashmir. The Indian and Pakistan committees of 
experts issued a communiqué saying that the talks had been held in an 
informal and friendly atmosphere and that progress had been made. 
The next meeting was to be held in Karachi. 

30 Dec.—Provision of rice by Ceylon (see Ceylon). 

31 Dec.—U.S. Military Aid. In an address to the National Trade 
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Union Congress Mr Nehru said that India would not allow foreign 
troops on her soil under any pretext whatsoever, and if foreign troops 
committed aggression against India they would be resisted. After 
referring to reports of proposed U.S. military aid to Pakistan he said 
that if such aid were offered to India it would be rejected. India was 
grateful for U.S. economic aid but she disapproved of such military 
aid because it was bad for the freedom of Asian countries in general and 
for Pakistan in particular. It would also mean that Pakistan would drop 
out of the Asian non-war area that had resulted from the co-operation 
of the Arab-Asian group of countries. 

2 Jan.—Chinese-Indian Conference (see China). 

3 Jan.—Pakistan. Mr Nehru said in a speech at Bangalore that if 
Pakistan received military aid from the United States it would be an 
anti-Asian step towards war, even world war, and war which would 
come right to India’s doors. 

5 Jan.—Canadian gift of locomotives (see Canada). 

U.S. Technical Assistance. Another agreement was signed by India 
and the United States under which the United States agreed to contri- 
bute $25-5 m. (over {9 m.) towards a joint fund for the purchase of 
steel for Indian economic development. The Indian contribution was 
to be 16 m. rupees (about {1-2 m.). 


INDO-CHINA. 17 Dec.—Viet-Nam. Mr Van Tam’s Resignation. 
M. Nguyen Van Tam, Viet-Namese Prime Minister, presented his 
Government’s resignation to Emperor Bao Dai, and the Emperor asked 
his cousin, Prince Buu Loc, to form a new Government. M. Nguyen 
Van Tam in a statement tc the press said that, since the French 
declaration in July offering independence, he had been unable to 
govern but had been forced to defend himself against attacks from be- 
hind the scenes. He had prepared a list of the powers to be transferred 
to Viet-Nam but the Emperor had not allowed him to do anything 
with it, nor had he allowed him to send a delegation to France to 
negotiate a new treaty, or to enlarge his government after the national 
congress in October. 

23 Dec.—Viet-Minh Offensive. A Viet-Minh force of about 20,000 
regular troops occupied the Laotian frontier post of Na Phao and 
pressed on westwards over mountainous and jungle country into 
Laos. 

25 Dec.—The Laotian Prime Minister, Prince Souvanna Phouma, 
protested in a broadcast against the Viet-Minh aggression and appealed 
to ‘the conscience and judgment of all the three nations’ to condemn it. 

26 Dec.—The Viet-Minh forces reached the Mekong River forming 
the frontier with Siam, and occupied the Laotian town of Thakhek 
which had been abandoned by the Laotian garrison. By throwing forces 
across from their base at Vinh on the east coast the Viet-Minh had thus 
cut Indo-China in two at its narrowest point. 

27 Dec.—The Viet-Minh radio broadcast an appeal alleged to have 
been signed by 297 prisoners of war who were being released as a 
‘Christmas gesiure’. The prisoners were quoted as calling on all French 
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Indo-China (continued) 
troops ‘to unite in demanding immediate repatriation and the settle- 
ment of the Viet-Namese problem by peaceful negotiation’. 

28 Dec.—The French High Command issued a statement which 
gave the French casualties during the recent Viet-Minh advance into 
Laos as about 150. 

29 Dec.—M. Dejean, French Commissioner-General, said at 
Pnom Penh that the position in Laos had definitely not deteriorated and 
that the situation was in hand. The Viet-Minh advance towards the 
Mekong had created a fluid situation and a war of movement, but 
Seno, the airfield eighteen miles north-east of Savannakhet, was strongly 
held and troops were still in the hills surrounding Thakhek. He thought 
the reason for the Viet-Minh offensive was the enemy’s lack of suc- 
cess in the Red River delta. 

Laos. The Foreign Minister of Laos resigned. 

30 Dec.—A violent small scale action was fought between Viet Minh 
units and French forces on the road linking Dien Bien Phu with the 
French post of Muong Khoua in Laos. 

1 Jan.—French Union and Viet-Minh forces had a short sharp 
engagement north of Muong Khoua. Both sides suffered some casual- 
ties before the Viet-Minh forces withdrew. 

2 Jan.—Sharp clashes took place to the south of 'Thakhek in Laos and 
a Franco-Laotian armoured column suffered some casualties while 
fighting its way out of an ambush. Tactical air forces from Seno airfield 
attacked Viet Minh dumps and bases. Three violent clashes also 
occurred in the central Viet Nam area. 

M. Dejean, the Commissioner-General, said that conversations which 
he and Gen. Navarre, French C.-in-C., had held with the Laotian 
authorities in Vientiane had led to common confidence in the outcome 
of the struggle for the defence of a ‘sovereign and independent Laos’. 

5 Jan.—A battle between Franco-Laotian and Viet-Minh troops 
took place in the jungle twenty-five miles north of Seno, the French 
base and airfield in Laos. After allied air intervention the Viet-Minh 
withdrew leaving more than 100 dead. The French High Command 
said French losses were small. 

6 Jan.—Viet-Nam. It was learned that nationalist leaders in northern 
Viet-Nam had refused to join in a Government under Prince Buu Loc. 


INTERNATIONAL MATERIALS CONFERENCE. 30 Dec.—It was 
announced that the central group of the International Materials 
Conference had agreed to dissolve itself. 


INTERNATIONAL SUGAR AGREEMENT. 1 Jan.—The required 
number of notifications having been received, the agreement approved 
on 24 August (see Vol. 1X, p. 544) came into force. 


ISRAEL. 21 Dec.—Frontier Incidents. At a meeting of the Mixed 
Armistice Commission Jordan was condemned for the killing of two 
Israeli soldiers on 16 December in the Beit Govrin area. At a second 
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meeting Israel was condemned for the killing of an Arab Legion 
medical officer by armed Israeli irregulars on 18 December and was. 
called on to take vigorous measures to apprehend the culprits. 

22 Dec.—The Mixed Armistice Commission censured Israel for an 
attack on a Bedouin camp in Jordan territory on 21 December. The 
Israeli Government was called on to prevent further crossings of the 
border by armed irregular forces. 

28 Dec.—An Army spokesman said that one Israeli soldier had been 
killed and another wounded in two incidents on the Jordan border. 

29 Dec.—Arab States’ complaint to Security Council (see United 
Nations, Security Council). 

31 Dec.—Zionist Movement. One hundred and fifty leaders of 
Western Jewry, representing the general council of the Zionist move- 
ment, decided at the close of a conference in Jerusalem to broaden 
the movement to include other Jewish bodies working in the same field. 
The resolution, which was supported by the United States delegation, 
was opposed by the orthodox Misrachi and Misrachi Workers’ parties. 

4 Jan.—Oil Purchase from Britain. It was learned that arrange- 
ments had been concluded under which Germany would make avail- 
able to Israel the equivalent of 75 m. marks in blocked sterling for the 
purchase of oil from Britain. The amount would be deducted from the 
German fund for reparations to Israel. 


ITALY. 18 Dec.—Amnesty Bill. Parliament gave final approval to the 
Government’s Bill of amnesty and pardon (see Vol. 1X, p. 800). The 
amnesty clauses applied to all crimes, except certain of a military or 
financial character, entailing sentences up to four years (six years in the 
case of persons aged eighteen or under.) (The remission and reduction 
of sentences reported on p. 800 of Vol. IX applied to political crimes. 
or crimes arising out of the state of war.) 

19 Dec.—The Government was defeated by 254 votes to 234 on a 
Communist motion to postpone the nomination of Italy’s representa- 
tives in the Coal and Steel Community until after the Christmas recess. 
The Monarchists voted with the Opposition. The Communists wanted 
the nominations postponed until their proposal to include Chamber 
members of the minority parties had been debated. 

21 Dec.—Trieste. ‘The Defence Ministry announced that the 
withdrawal of Italian troops from the Yugoslav frontier had been 
completed. 

28 Dec.—Persian Oil. A court in Rome rejected claims for damages. 
against the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company which had been submitted by 
an Italian oil company, Italpetroli, on the ground that it had been 
rg by the British company’s action to cancel plans to import Persian 
oil. 

_29 Dec.—O.E.E.C. report on Italian economy (see Organization for 
European Economic Co-operation). 

30 Dec.—Government Reconstruction. Signor Pella, Prime 
Minister, announced to the Cabinet his decision to reconstruct the 
Government. The Ministers thereupon offered their resignations. 
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Italy (continued) 

Yugoslavia. It was announced that Italy and Yugoslavia had agreed 
to extend their existing trade agreement for another year and also that 
Yugoslavia should supply Italy with an additional 5,000 tons of cellulose. 

1 Jan.—U.S.S.R. The Soviet Embassy in Rome stated that apart 
from twenty-eight men to be repatriated in the near future all Italian 
prisoners held by the U.S.S.R. were returned in August 1946. 

5 Jan.—Resignation of Government. Signor Pella resigned with 
his Government, having failed to secure the agreement of the Christian 
Democratic parliamentary party to a reshuffle which would have secured 
Monarchist support. 


JAPAN. 17 Dec.—Commonwealth Troops. A Foreign Ministry 
official said that Japan wanted British Commonwealth troops to be 
withdrawn from Japan within ninety days of the end of the Korean war 
and that this question among others was holding up talks on the status 
of these troops in Japan. 

24 Dec.—U.S. decision re Ryukyu Islands (see United States). 

4 Jan.—Countries signing declaration for exchange of G.A.T.T. 
treatment with Japan (see Umited Nations, General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade). 


JORDAN. 21 Dec.—Frontier incidents (see Israel). 

22 Dec.—It was announced that three Arabs had been killed and two 
wounded in incidents in villages inside Jordanian territory. 

29 Dec.—Arab Legion H.Q. reported that Arab shepherds were 
attacked by an Israeli patrol in the Hebron district on 28 December. 
It said that an Arab patrol came to the help of the shepherds and an 
exchange of fire followed in which it was believed the intruders suffered 
casualties. 

Arab States’ complaint to Security Council re murder of army doctor 
(see United Nations, Security Council). 

3 Jan.—Sir Zafrullah Khan, Pakistan Foreign Minister, arrived on a 
visit to Jordan. 


KENYA. 21 Dec.—Lari Massacre. Sixteen Africans were convicted 
of murder and sentenced to death for taking part in the Lari massacre. 
Forty were acquitted, 

22 Dec.—Eight more of the accused in the Lari massacre trial were 
sentenced to death, while three who were under eighteen, were sen- 
tenced to be detained during the Governor’s pleasure. 

24 Dec.—In a battle with terrorists near Thika, Major Lord Wavell 
was killed and a police reserve district commandant was shot and died 
later. Six other members of the security forces were injured. Mau-Mau 
casualties were reported as four killed and five captured. 

Mau-Mau activities in Tanganyika (see Tanganytka). 

28 Dec.—Military H.Q. issued a statement declaring that from the 
earliest days of the emergency Mau-Mau leaders had operated a system 
of rewards for the killing of Europeans and Africans. 
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Emergency Figures. Figures for the week ended 26 December 
showed that fifty-three terrorists were killed and forty captured. 
Security forces’ casualties were two Europeans killed and three 
wounded, and eight Africans killed and twenty-five wounded. 

4 Jan.—Emergency Figures. It was announced that in the week 
ended 2 January forty-seven terrorists had been killed and twenty-eight 
wounded. Two Asian and eighteen African civilians had been killed by 


terrorists. 


KOREA. 21 Dec.—Prisoners. Explanations to anti-Communist 
Chinese prisoners were resumed, and of 250 interviewed thirty-three 
decided to be repatriated. In addition three Chinese and four North 
Koreans decided to be repatriated without hearing explanations. 

At a meeting of the military armistice commission Communist 
members sought to have the explanation period extended beyond 
23 December (the date stated in the armistice agreement), but the U.N. 
representative refused to consider an extension. 

22 Dec.—Prisoners. The one British and twenty-two American 
pro-Communist prisoners refused to receive an appeal addressed to. 
them by the U.N. Command, and they also rejected a request by Gen. 
Thimayya, chairman of the neutral nations commission, to appear for 
explanations the next day. 

After explanations to 242 anti-Communist Chinese prisoners, twenty- 
three decided to be repatriated. 

23 Dec.—Mr Nehru on Korea (see India). 

Prisoners. Explanations to prisoners ended (ninety days after 
Indian troops had taken custody of the prisoners), the neutral com- 
mission having rejected by 3 votes to 2 a Communist request to be 
allowed to continue them on the next day. 

A last attempt to persuade pro-Communist prisoners to return home 
was made by U.N. spokesmen through loudspeakers outside the com- 
pound, but it failed to persuade the one British, twenty-two Americans, 
and 103 South Koreans to change their minds. 

After final explanations by the Communists to anti-Communist 
prisoners one of forty-two North Koreans interviewed and eleven 
Chinese out of 250 decided to be repatriated. 

(Of the total number of pro-Communists interviewed during the 
explanation period, forty-eight North Koreans out of 1,220, eight South 
Koreans out of 335, and one American out of twenty-three, had decided 
to be repatriated.) 

28 Dec.—Neutral Commission’s Report. By a majority of three 
(India, Poland, and Czechoslovakia) to two (Sweden and Switzerland) 
the Neutral Nations Repatriation Commission decided to refer back 
to the Communist and United Nations Commands the question of 
what should be done with the 22,000 prisoners who had declined to 
exercise their right to be repatriated. The Comission’s majority report 
said that in para. 11 of its terms of reference it was stated that after the 
expiration of ninety days the disposition of those prisoners who had 
hot exercised their right to be repatriated should be submitted to a 
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Korea (continued) 

political conference, and it concluded that as such a political conference 
had not materialized the Commission was obliged to submit the matter 
for the consideration of the two Commands. It also asked the Commands 
to consider how para. 11 could be implemented in regard to its declara- 
tion that prisoners who had not exercised their right to be repatriated 
and for whom no other disposition had been agreed to by the political 
conference should be released to civilian status within 120 days after 
the neutral commission had assumed their custody. It asked specifically 
whether the Indian custodian force should be prepared to use force if 
prisoners attempted to break out on 22 January or thereafter. 

The majority report stated further that prisoners in its custody were 
not completely freed from the influence of their former detaining side, 
in particular that of the authorities of the Republic of Korea. It added 
that compound leaders in anti-Communist camps used ‘coercive 
methods’; that acts of violence were committed against those who 
wished to exercise their right of repatriation; and that a secret South 
Korean headquarters in Seoul controlled the prisoners through a strong 
organization. The Commission found no evidence of any similar 
organization by the Communists. In regard to explanations, the report 
stated that in the view of the Indian representative the explanations 
ceased on 23 December (ninety days after the Commission took over 
custody). The two Communist members, however, repeated in a foot- 
note their demand that the ninety-day period should be extended. 

29 Dec.—South Korea. President Rhee urged the free world to join 
South Korea in an ‘all-out crusade’ against Communism. He assured 
North Korea that the South would come to their rescue as soon as 
possible. My Pyun Yung Tai, South Korean Foreign Minister, said 
he would go to war if the Communists tried to detain anti-Communist 
prisoners after 22 January. 

The U.N. and Communist Commands agreed that displaced civilians 
should start moving back to their homes north and south of the truce 
line on 1 March. 

31 Dec.—Indian guards gave anti-Communist Chinese prisoners 
another chance to change their minds about repatriation. Of the 4,385 
who were queStioned, 135 decided to go home. 

The South Korean Foreign Minister denounced the Indian action 
and said his Government would have to take measures to cope with the 
situation. 

1 Jan.—One of the twenty-two pro-Communist American prisoners 
approached the Indian guards and asked to be repatriated. 

2 Jan.—The neutral commission asked the U.N. and Communist 
Commands for their formal opinions as to whether prisoners declining 
repatriation should be released on 23 January, as provided for in the 
armistice agreement, or whether they should remain in Indian custody. 

4 Jan.—Gen. Hull, U.S. Far East Commander, restated in a letter to 
Gen. Thimayya, the Indian chairman of the neutral repatriation com- 
mission, the U.N. view that those prisoners who had not exercised 
their right to be repatriated should be released on 22 January and revert 
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to civilian status. He suggested that those who sought U.N. assistance 
should be moved south in orderly groups. Gen. Hull made it clear that 
he considered the Communists to be solely responsible for the fact that 
only a small percentage of prisoners had appeared before explainers by 
22 December. 

5 Jan.—South Korea. The South Korean Foreign Minister, Pyun 
Yung Tai, told the press that he thought it was time for the Republic 
of Korea ‘to take action to protect anti-Communist prisoners of war’. 
He claimed that the Indian guards at Panmunjom had ‘played a role 
of armed Communist explainers’. Mr Pyun Yung Tai later had a 
conference with the U.S. Ambassador in Seoul. 

6 Jan.—Gen. Taylor, the 8th Army Commander, sent a warning to 
the South Korean Government that any attempt by them to attack 
Indian troops and compel them to stop ‘screening’ prisoners would 
cause the intervention of U.N. troops in support of the Indians. 


LIBYA. 1 Jan.—France. It was announced that Libya had refused a 
French offer of financial help in exchange for the establishment of 
French military bases in the Fezzan and air bases in Tripoli. 


LUXEMBOURG. 22 Dec.—The Prime Minister, M. Pierre Dupong, 
died aged sixty-eight. 

28 Dec.—M. Bech, Foreign Minister, agreed at the request of the 
Grand Duchess, to become Prime Minister and to remain in charge of 
Foreign Affairs and the Army. 


MALAYA. 27 Dec.—In an address to the annual general committee 
meeting of the Malayan Chinese Association, Dato Sir Cheng Lock Tan 
declared that the benefits which the Government conferred could never 
compensate for the ‘spiritual degradation’ which it involved. He went on 
to complain of discriminatory legislation against the Chinese in fran- 
chise, immigration control, and education, and demanded that federal 
elections should be held in 1954. 

30 Dec.—Announcement re High Commissioner (see Great Britain). 

31 Dec.—The manager of a bus company in Singapore was shot 
dead by a Communist. 
_ 2Jan.—Gen. Templer declared an area of about 2,600 square miles 
in northern Trengganu to be ‘white’ (i.e. free from terrorism). As a 
result most of the emergency restrictions were to be lifted. 


MALTA. 19 Dec.—Election. Final results of the general election held 
from 14-16 December were announced as follows: Labour Party 
(led by Mr Mintoff) 19 seats (14); Nationalist Party (Dr G. Borg 
Olivier, the outgoing Premier) 18 (15); Workers’ Party (Dr P. Boffa) 
3 (7); Progressive Constitutional Party (Miss Mabel Strickland) nil; 
Constitutional Party (Lt.-Col. A. Bartolo) nil (4). (The figures in 
brackets represent the number of seats won in the 1951 election.) 


MOROCCO. 24 Dec.—Bomb Outrage. Nineteen people, including 
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Morocco (continued) 

twelve Europeans, were killed and thirty-five wounded in Casablanca 
when a bomb exploded in the European butchers’ section of the central 
market. Two further bombs were discovered before they exploded in the 
general post office. Many arrests were made. 

26 Dec.—Gen. Guillaume, French Resident-General, declared at 
the funeral of the victims that while the authors of the crime were as yet 
unknown the responsibility was clearly established. Every murderer 
arrested in recent months had been associated with the Istiqlal Party. 

The Sultan published a decree providing for the punishment of 
terrorist acts by the criminal section of the Sherifian High Court under 
conditions set forth by the Ulemas (Muslim theologists). Previously all 
such cases had been tried by military courts. 

30 Dec.—Gen. Guillaume, French Resident-General, stated that he 
had pointed out to Ministers in Paris the responsibility of ‘certain 
foreign Powers’ for the outbursts of terrorism in Morocco. Through 
their radio and press these Powers had offered incitement to murder, 
and he had made plain to members of the French Government that 
such manoeuvres must be ended. 

31 Dec.—An official casualty list showed that since the deposition of 
the former Sultan in August fifty-five persons had been killed and 117 
wounded by acts of terrorism. There had also been eighty-seven cases 
of incendiarism and forty-one attacks with explosives against shops or 
houses. 

1 Jan.—Gen. Guillaume, the French Resident-General, replied to 
critics who had expressed doubts concerning French sincerity over the 
matter of reforms. After pointing to the reforms already accomplished, 
he said these were only the first stage and that facts during the coming 
months would confirm French sincerity. 


NEW ZEALAND. 22 Dec.—Royal Tour. The Queen and the Duke 
of Edinburgh arrived in New Zealand in the course of their Common- 


wealth tour. 


NIGERIA. 4 Jan.—Eastern Elections. The results of the eastern 
elections were announced as follows: National Council of Nigeria and 
the Cameroons (Dr Azikiwe’s party) 72 seats; National Independence 
Party 9; United National Party 3. All thirteen seats allotted to the 
Cameroons were won by the Kamerun National Congress (calling for 
immediate autonomy for the Cameroons with a separate legislature). 

6 Jan.—Ministerial Resignation. Following his defeat at the polls 
in the eastern elections, Mr Nwapa, central Minister of Commerce, 
announced his resignation. 


NORWAY. 19 Dec.—East German-Norwegian trade agreement (see 
Germany). 


ORGANIZATION FOR EUROPEAN ECONOMIC CO-OPERA- 
TION. 21 Dec.—The O.E.E.C. published reports on the economies of 
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Denmark, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden. They were based on sub- 
missions by the countries concerned with O.E.E.C. comments added. 

29 Dec.—The O.E.E.C. published reports on the economies of the 
United Kingdom, west Germany, and Italy. 

United Kingdom. The report on the United Kingdom concluded that 
the basic problem was to achieve ‘a substantial increase of exports, 
particularly to countries outside the sterling area’, and that British 
economic policy must be based on ‘an aggressive increase of exports, of 
industrial fixed investment, and of savings to match both’. A statistical 
table showed how the rise in industrial production in Britain since 1950 
had lagged behind that of other O.E.E.C. countries. With an index 
figure of 100 for 1950, British production in the second quarter of 1953 
stood at 105, compared with 119 for other members (excluding Ger- 
many), 128 for other members (including Germany), and 129 for the 
United States. The report considered that the United Kingdom should 
play a leading part in any move towards the freeing of international 
trade and that the increase in British exports should be spread out over 
various markets including those most competitive. 

Germany. The report on Germany forecast a continuance of rapid 
expansion compared with other countries, but it recommended develop- 
ment of the capital market so as to assure an unimpeded and sufficient 
flow of private savings into industrial investment. It also advised 
priority for investment in certain basic industries, such as coal and steel 
which were behindhand in productivity and modernization. The report 
expressed the hope that any measures taken to redress Germany’s 
position as an extreme creditor in E.P.U. would not take the form of 
import restrictions but rather tariff reductions or steps to raise internal 
activity still further. 

Italy. Emphasizing the dominating problem of unemployment, the 
report on Italy stated that in the first five months of 1953 there were 
on an average 2 m. unemployed, and it noted that the international 
assistance needed to solve the problem had not been forthcoming in 
the sense foreseen by the O.E.E.C. Convention. Members were asked 
to examine ways of fulfilling their obligations not only in the matter of 
man-power but in the development of southern Italy. The report 
pointed out that as the member who had freed her trade more than any 
other Italy had suffered from restrictive measures against her exports, 
particularly where France and Britain were concerned, and it con- 
sidered that even if these two countries returned to a more liberal policy 
Italian exports would’ be unlikely to return to their 1951 level. Italy’s 
deficit with E.P.U. was not considered disquieting in itself but if it 
continued to develop unfavourably Italy would find it hard to maintain 
her economic expansion. 


PAKISTAN. 17 Dec.—U.S. Aid. Mr Mohammed Ali, Prime Minister, 


told the press that there was no question of a military pact with the 
United States or of giving the United States bases in Pakistan, but he 
admitted there had been informal talks about the free supply of military 
equipment. He did not consider such aid would be a threat to Asia. 
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Pakistan (continued) 

18 Dec.—Balance of Payments. The Minister for Commerce, 
Mr Tafazzal Ali, announced to the press that equilibrium in the 
balance of payments had been restored and, in the quarter July- 
September 1953, there had even been a small favourable balance of 
Rs.g2 lakhs (£920,000) as against a deficit of Rs.40-56 lakhs in the 
corresponding quarter of 1952. He said that the result had been 
achieved only by substantial reductions of imports and that a liberaliza- 
tion of import policy would not be possible ‘until such time as an 
inherent equilibrium in the balance of payments is achieved’. 

19 Dec.—Foreign Minister in Persia (see Persia). 

U.S.S.R. A reply to the Soviet Note of 30 November on the subject 
of U.S. military bases was handed to the Soviet Ambassador. It stated 
that Pakistan ‘does not contemplate taking any step in hostility or 
unfriendliness to any Government or State with which it has friendly 
relations’ and that it was the duty of the Pakistan Government to take 
every step necessary to safeguard Pakistan’s security. The reply also 
drew attention to the Governor-General’s statement in London on 
19 November (see Great Britain) and to the Prime Minister’s statement 
of 1 December, both of which denied that there was any question of 
granting military bases to the United States. 

21 Dec.—Indo-Pakistan discussions on Kashmir (see India). 

28 Dec.—U.S. Aid. An agreement was signed under which the U.S. 
Government was to provide up to $22 m. (£7 m.) in technical and 
economic assistance for Pakistan’s development programme up to June 
1954. Pakistan agreed to spend on all projects included in the aid pro- 
gramme a sum not less than the equivalent value of the dollars received. 

1 Jan.—Mr Mohammad Ali, Prime Minister, stated in his monthly 
broadcast that he had asked the U.S. Government to make available the 
services of a private investigator, preferably with experience in the F.B.1., 
to assist the Government inquiry into the assassination of Mr Liaquat 
Ali Khan. 

India. In a reference to Indian protests at reports of American 
military aid, Mr Mohammad Ali stated: ‘We have not offered, and do 
not propose to offer, any bases in our country to any foreign power. 
Nor are we entering into a military alliance with the western Powers 
against those of the east.’ He emphasized that Pakistan would not 
accept any limitation on her freedom, and he expressed surprise at the 
Indian reaction in view of ‘the background of the determination of both 
countries to live together in peace and friendship’. 

In a statement to the press Mr Mohammed Ali declared that Amer'- 
can military aid would fill a power vacuum and eliminate a weakness 
that otherwise might invite aggression. 

3 Jan.—Foreign Minister in Jordan (see fordan). 

5 Jan.—The Ministry of the Interior announced the decision to 
release Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan (‘Frontier Gandhi’), the Red Shirt 
leader, who was sentenced in 1948 to three years’ imprisonment for 
anti-Pakistan activities. The release of forty-five political prisoners, 
most of whom had been detained since 1948, was also ordered. 
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PERSIA. 18 Dec.—Great Britain. In a press interview Dr Entezam, 
Foreign Minister, referred to the resumption of diplomatic relations 
with Great Britain and said that some people contended that the 
British Embassy would become a hotbed of intrigue and corruption. 
‘I can only say’, he said, ‘that Persians attracted to such centres must 
be crushed. We shall talk with the British as equals, and will not be 
influenced by them. . . We shall consider establishing British consulates 
if these are really essential. No agrément has been asked for Mr Robert 
Hankey but we have conveyed our desire for new British diplomatists, 
inaugurating a new chapter between the two countries.’ 

Dr Entezam also said that no military pact was envisaged between 
Persia, Turkey, and Iraq. ‘In spite of our help to Arab countries in 
international quarters,’ he said, ‘the Arab countries have not adopted 
a desirable attitude towards Persia.’ 

19 Dec.—At the request of the Prime Minister the Shah dissolved 
the Majlis and the Senate and ordered new elections. 

Pakistan. Sir Zafrullah Khan, Pakistan Foreign Minister, who was 
in Persia on a ten-day visit, told the press that Pakistan was ready for 
ever closer political collaboration with Persia. 

21 Dec.—Dr Musaddiq. Dr Musaddiq, the former Premier, was 
sentenced to three years’ solitary confinement for treason and Brigadier 
Riahi, his former Chief of Staff, to two years’ disciplinary action and 
expulsion from the army. The prosecutor had called for the death 
sentence for Dr Musaddiq, but the Shah intervened and asked that a 
lenient sentence should be imposed as he forgave the former Premier 
because of his services during the first year of his premiership (the 
period of oil nationalization), 

22 Dec.—Dr Musaddiq appealed against the sentence passed on him 
on 21 December. 

23 Dec.—The new British Chargé d’ Affaires, Mr Wright, presented 
his letters of credence to the Foreign Minister. 

6 Jan.—The military Governor ordered the arrest of fifty members of 
the Tudeh (Communist) Party after the discovery of cases of dynamite 
at the railway station which he alleged were intended for the assassina- 
tion of a member of the royal family. 


PHILIPPINES. 30 Dec.—Mr Magsaysay, the new President, assumed 
office. In an address before foreign diplomats, he called for closer ties 
with the United States, strengthened relations with Asian countries, 
and ‘a common programme of honest, efficient, and constructive 
government’. He gave as his main aims: improvement of conditions 
in neglected rural areas and of labourers elsewhere; re-examination of 
the land tenure system; ensuring that the economic and industrial 
development programmes would help to raise the living standard; to 
spend U.S. aid honestly and to the best advantage; co-operation with 
the United Nations; to strengthen and safeguard internal conditions 
and to adhere to obligations under the mutual defence treaty with the 
United States. He also urged Hukbalahap rebels to surrender and 
promised to take strong action to deal with them. 
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RHODESIA AND NYASALAND. 17 Dec.—Federal Election. The 
percentages of the votes cast in the federal elections were issued as 
follows: Southern Rhodesia—Federal Party 63-4 per cent; Confederate 
Party 34:6; Independents 2. Northern Rhodesia—Federal Party 72; 
Confederates 19; Independents 9. Nyasaland—Federal Party 94; 
Independents 5-2; Confederates 0-8. 

18 Dec.—Federal Government. The composition of the new 
Federal Government was announced as follows: Prime Minister, Sir 
Godfrey Huggins; Transport, Sir Roy Welensky; Internal Affairs, Sir 
Malcolm Barrow; Finance, Mr D. MacIntyre; Agriculture and Health, 
Mr J. M. Caldicott. It was stated that Sir Malcolm Barrow would take 
over the Ministry of Commerce and Industry at the end of January and 
that Mr J. M. Greenfield, Q.C., would succeed him in his former post 
and would have the new title of Minister of Internal Affairs and Justice. 


RUMANIA. 20 Dec.—Elections. Polling took place for elections to 
People’s Councils. (Under a decree of 24 September the electoral law 
passed unanimously by the previous Parliament had been abolished 
and new procedure laid down: the term of office of the People’s Coun- 
cils was reduced from four to two years, and the number of deputies 
(councillors) increased from about 80,000 to 135,000.) 

31 Dec.—U.S. ban on Rumanian publications (see United States). 


SIAM. 26 Dec.—Following the arrival of Viet-Minh forces at the 
Laotian—-Siamese frontier (see Indo-China), a state of emergency was 
declared in the nine border provinces, including the area bordering the 
Shan states of Burma. Reinforcements of troops and police were being 
flown to Nakorn Panom, the town opposite Thakhek on the Mekong. 

29 Dec.—A state of emergency was proclaimed in three more 
provinces bordering the Indo-China battle area. 


SPAIN. 22 Dec.—Complaint of French interference in Andorra (see 
Andorra). 

23 Dec.—French reply re Andorra (see France). 

31 Dec.—Gen. Franco suggested in a broadcast that the western 
Powers should dispose of surplus products to countries outside the Iron 
Curtain by granting them long term loans to increase their purchasing 

wer, 

3 Jan.—Andorra. The Foreign Affairs Ministry issued an order for 
the reorganization of the ‘permanent inter-ministerial commission for 
the valleys of Andorra’ to include representatives from the following 
Government departments: European political affairs, commerce, 
cultural relations, security, roads, posts and telecommunications, 
exchange control, and civil guards, with the civil governor of Lérida as 
special delegate. The order followed a meeting of the Cabinet at which 
the Foreign Minister reported on the situation arising in Andorra from 
‘certain measures’ of the French Government. 


SUDAN. 21 Dec.—After consultations with his commission the 
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Governor appointed ten National Unionists, four Umma, one Socialist 
Republican, three Southerners, and two Independents as members of 
the Senate. This gave the National Unionists 32 seats, Umma 7, 
Socialist Republicans 1, Southerners 6, and Independents 4. 

1 Jan.—The first Sudanese Parliament was opened by the Governor. 

3 Jan.—The Governor-General, Sir Robert Howe, refused to 
appoint Ibrahim el Mufti, a member of the National Unionist Party 
executive, as Speaker of the House of Representatives on the ground 
that he was ‘partisan’. The decision was approved by the Governor- 
General’s Commission by three votes to two. Ibrahim el Mufti had been 
chosen as Speaker by the House of Representatives on 1 January by a 
majority of 54 votes. 

5 Jan.—Babikr Awadalla, a district judge, was unanimously elected 
Speaker of the House, 

6 Jan.—Ismail el Azhari, leader of the National Unionists, was 
elected first Prime Minister of the Sudan by 56 votes against 37 for 
Mohammed Ahmed Mahgoub, the Independent leader of the Opposi- 


tion. 


SWITZERLAND. 22 Dec.—New President. M. Rodolphe Rubattel, 
a Radical leader, was elected President and M. Hans Escher, a Conserva- 
tive Catholic, Vice-President, of the Swiss Federation. 

M. Hans Streuli, Radical, was elected Finance Minister in succession 
to M. Weber, the Socialist Finance Minister, who had resigned after 
the rejection in a referendum of the proposal that direct federal taxes 
should be levied on a permanent basis. 


SYRIA. 30 Dec.—Pakistan. Sir Zafrullah Khan, Pakistan Prime 
Minister, arrived in Damascus on a four-day official visit. 


TANGANYIKA. 23 Dec.—Mau-Mau. Large-scale anti-Mau-Mau 
operations were begun in the northern province with the object of 
arresting suspects and expelling them to Kenya. 

24 Dec.—Mau-Mau terrorists shot and hacked to death a loyal 
Kikuyu family of four near the main Arusha-Nairobi road. It was the 
first Mau-Mau outrage committed in Tanganyika. 

An Arusha tribal headman, speaking on behalf of the members of the 
tribe and all in the northern province, said the Government had been 
asked to get rid of all Kikuyu in Tanganyika and Africans would co- 
operate in helping to send them back to Kenya. 

1 Jan.—It was announced that nearly 1,000 Kikuyu suspects had 
been detained since 24 December. 


TRIESTE FREE TERRITORY. 18 Dec.--Sentences of one to six 
months’ imprisonment were passed by the Zone A allied military court 
on fourteen persons involved in the November riots. Most of the 
Sentences were suspended. 


TUNISIA. 1 Jan.—The French Resident-General received instructions 
from M. Bidault to release twenty-one political internees. 
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TURKEY. 4 Jan.—Expulsion of Turkish Ambassador to Egypt and 
recall of Egyptian Ambassador (see Egypt). 

6 Jan.—Egypt. The Turkish Foreign Ministry issued a statement 
saying that it did not approve the language which the Egyptian Govern- 
ment alleged had been used by the Turkish Ambassador towards 
the Egyptian Deputy Prime Minister, Col. Nasser, and that the Am- 
bassador had therefore been recalled. The statement criticized the 
Egyptian Government for taking unilateral action instead of asking 
for the Ambassador’s recall and declared that urgent representations 
were being made on the subject. 


UGANDA. 21 Dec.—Statement by Lukiko delegation (see Great 
Britain). 

22 Dec.—Colonial Office statement on the Kabaka of Buganda (see 
Great Britain). 

23 Dec.—Further statement by Buganda delegation (see Great 
Britain). 

5 Jan.—Buganda. A meeting of the Lukiko passed a resolution to 
be sent to the Governor requesting the postponement of the Queen's 
projected visit in April. It pointed out that though the Baganda re- 
mained loyal to H.M. the Queen it would be difficult for them to 
welcome the Queen in a suitable manner so long as the Kabaka was 
absent from his country. 

The Lukiko also agreed that further efforts should be made in London 
to secure the return of the Kabaka and that there should be two days 
of lamentation throughout Buganda on 8 and g February. 

6 Jan.—In an address to the Lukiko, Mr Thornley, Chief Secretary, 
pointed out a misunderstanding and certain mis-statements of fact 
in the Buganda delegation’s statement in London (see p. 13). He said, 
inter alia, that it was quite untrue that the Kabaka had never requested 
the separation of Buganda from the rest of the protectorate. He had 
done so many times in speaking to the Governor. It was also untrue 
to say that the Kabaka’s attitude would have been different during the 
discussions in Entebbe if Mr Lyttelton’s statement that Uganda was to 
be developed primarily as an African State had preceded and not 
followed the discussions, because the Governor had used almost 
identical words to the Kabaka. Mr Thornley declared there could be no 
doubt about the finality of the Government’s decision not to allow the 
Kabaka to return. 


UNITED NATIONS 
Economic Commission for Europe 

21 Dec.—The quarterly bulletin of steel statistics, published by the 
E.C.E. secretariat, indicated an increase in production of crude steel 
in Britain, the United States, Japan, and east Europe, with a setback 
in the output of the main producers among the members of the Euro- 
pean Coal and Steel Community. During 1953 the Soviet Unions 
output was stated to have increased by ro per cent and to have reached 
an annual rate of 38 m. metric tons, while the average increase among Its 
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five European associates was 11 per cent and their combined annual 
rate was estimated at 12-35 m. tons. British production, after an in- 
crease of 7 per cent, remained at an annual rate of 17-85 m. tons. 

4 Jan.—The secretariats of E.C.E., the Food and Agriculture 
Organization, and the Economic Commission for Asia and the Far 
East published A Study of Trade between Asia and Europe. It gave a 
warning that Europe’s market for textiles and other consumer goods in 
Asia and the Far East might resume a declining trend, and it recom- 
mended a new pattern of trade based on the export of capital goods and 
international stabilization schemes for Asian raw materials. 


Economic and Social Council 

18 Dec.—Technical Assistance Programme. The Technical 
Assistance Administration received a promise from Great Britain of a 
further £50,000 towards the U.N. expanded technical assistance pro- 
gramme in addition to the {£600,000 already promised. The British 
action had the automatic effect of increasing the U.S. contribution by 
over $100,000 and the Belgian by $13,500 because of the conditions 
attached to the two countries’ pledges. The total pledged to date 
amounted to over $24 m. 


General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 

4 Jan.—Japan. The secretariat of G.A.T.T. announced that the 
following countries had signed the ceclaration providing for the ex- 
change of G.A.T.T. treatment with Japan on a bilateral basis (see 
Vol. IX, p. 703): Austria, Belgium, Ceylon, Denmark, Finland, 
Germany, India, Italy, the Netherlands, Turkey, the United States, 
Chile, Sweden, Luxembourg, Haiti, Norway, Nicaragua, Pakistan, 
Dominican Republic, Burma, and Uruguay. The declaration was open 
for signature until 31 December 1953. 

5 Jan.—It was announced that all the thirty-four contracting parties 
except Australia, Brazil, and Peru had ratified the decision of October 
1953 to extend the life of the G.A.T.T. schedules and concessions until 
I July 1955. In the case of Australia, the secretariat had been given to 
understand that the Australian Government had not completed its 
consideration of the matter before the time limit for signature (31 
December 1953) and that no decision had been reached. 


Security Council 

17 Dec.—Jordan Waters Dispute. The tripartite resolution (see 
Vol. 1X, p. 814) was criticized by both Israel and Syria. 

18 Dec.—Dr Malik (Lebanon) opposed the tripartite resolution 
and submitted an alternative draft according to which any resumption 
of the Israel canal project would be dependent on Syria’s approval. The 
draft asked that Gen. Bennike should try to bring about such an agree- 
ment. It also declared that Israel’s ‘unilateral action in contravention of 
the armistice agreement’ was likely to lead to a breach of the peace. 

The Pakistan delegate also opposed the tripartite proposal. 

29 Dec.—Jordan Waters Dispute. The Council postponed con- 
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United Nations (continued) 

sideration of the dispute until some time between 7 and 15 January. 
Arab Complaint. The permanent representatives of Egypt, Iraq, 

Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and Syria sent a letter to the president of the 

‘Council protesting against the murder, by an Israeli armed group on 

18 December, of Mansur Mouawad, a Lebanese physician in the 

service of the Jordan army. 


UNITED STATES. 21 Dec.—Bases in Spain. The Defence Depart. 
ment disclosed plans to spend about $150 m. over two or three years in 
the construction of military bases in Spain. 

Economy of the Free World. Mr Stassen, head of the Foreign 
‘Operations Administration told a press conference that 1953 had been 
the most successful year the free world had known since the end of the 
war. In western Europe industrial production would be 4 per cent 
higher than in 1952 and the highest in history; in Latin America, the 
Far East, and South Asia production was also expected to be a record. 
Unemployment throughout the free world had decreased by 5 per cent 
and inflationary pressures had abated in nearly every country. Accord- 
ing to F.O.A. statistics gold and dollar reserves in N.A.T.O. countries 
and Germany amounted to $9,100 m. compared with $7,830 m. at 
the previous peak in the middle of 1951. Most countries no longer 
needed to add to their stocks but could start using these to widen trade. 
‘These facts Mr Stassen said indicated that the time had come for an 
advance in wages of workers in the free nations. 

22 Dec.—Atlantic Weather Ships. The State Department an- 
nounced that it had informed the International Civil Aviation Organiza- 
tion that it would co-operate in a modified programme for keeping a 
fleet of weather ships in the north Atlantic if agreement could be 
reached with other nations and the necessary funds obtained. 

N.A.T.O. and E.D.C. Mr Dulles, Secretary of State, addressing the 
National Press Club, said that N.A.T.O. was on a sustainable basis 
and one which largely reduced the necessity for continuing United 
States’ economic aid to the countries of Western Europe, which had 
made a good economic recovery. The new concept of the ‘long haul’ put 
forward in April, had been made possible by the belief that the growing 
power of N.A.T.O. had been strongly reinforced by other deterrents to 
armed aggression, such as the internal pressures and discontents 1n 
Soviet bloc territories resulting from bad living conditions. Soviet 
exploitation of their own and satellite peoples had reached a point where 
it would be reckless for them to engage in general war. This did not 
mean that the free world could relax but it did mean that ‘we can use- 
fully confront Soviet rulers with a demonstration of our capacity to do 
two things at once—to develop military power and to increase well- 
being’. Referring to the E.D.C., Mr Dulles said that a time was coming 
when the day of decision could not be indefinitely postponed. He men- 
tioned several factors which made E.D.C. essential. First, N.A.T.0. 
basic strategy for the defence of the entire area of the prospective E.D.C. 
countries was made on the assumption of German participation in the 
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common defence; second, the necessity not only to provide German 


; contingents but to do so in a form reasonably acceptable to Germany’s. 


neighbours; third, the need to seal permanently the breach between 
France and Germany. None of the possible alternatives to E.D.C. 
accomplished all three of these objectives and anyhow all the alter- 
natives ignored the factor of time. Unless unity was achieved soon ‘this 
historic moment may pass and different and diversive forces may take 
command’. Already Soviet propaganda had attempted to re-create 
French fears of Germany and to instigate resentment in Germany 
against France. 

23 Dec.—E.D.C. A White House statement said that President 
Eisenhower considered that a European Defence Community was the 
only practical proposal for ending permanently the recurrent strife 
between France and Germany and of creating a solid core at the centre 
of the N.A.T.O. structure, and that he believed failure to set up the 
E.D.C. soon would ‘confront the United States with the necessity of 
reappraising its basic policies as regards Europe’. 

24 Dec.—Japan: Ryukyu Islands. The Secretary of State announc- 
ed that arrangements had been concluded with the Japanese Govern- 
ment for the United States to relinquish its rights over the Amami 
Oshima group of the Ryukyu Islands. The rest of the Ryukyus would 
remain under American control for the foreseeable future because they 
were ‘essential to the success of the co-operative effort of the free 
nations of Asia and of the world’. 

26 Dec.—Korea. President Eisenhower announced that two United 
States Army divisions would be soon withdrawn from Korea. He said 
this was possible because of the growing strength of the South Korean 
forces and the greater mobility and striking power of the United States. 
air power. 

28 Dec.—U.S.-Pakistan Aid Agreement (see Pakistan). 

Foreign Aid. Mr Harold Stassen, foreign operations administrator, 
announced in a television interview that $1,000 m. less than Congress 
had authorized would be spent on foreign aid during the current fiscal 
year. The funds available for Foreign Operations Administration dur- 
ing the current fiscal year consisted of $4,531 m. of new money and 
more than $2,000 m. carried over from earlier years. Mr Stassen 
defended east-west trade in non-strategic materials as being beneficial 
to the free nations; he thought that a complete blockade would increase 
the prospect of war. 

29 Dec.—Korea. Mr Dulles emphasized to the press his earlier 
warning that if there should be a renewal of hostilities in Korea or an 
invasion of Indo-China the American reaction would not necessarily be 
confined to the particular theatre of operation chosen by the Com- 
munists, 

31 Dec.—Rumania. The State Department informed the Rumanian 
Government that the publication of Rumanian News and other pamph- 
lets distributed in the United States must cease forthwith. The decision 
Was taken in retaliation for the recent Rumanian ban on the distribu- 
tion of a publication started by the U.S. Legation in Bucharest. 
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United States (continued) 

2 Jan.— Discussion of procedure for atomic plan talks (see U.S.S.R.), 

4 Jan.—Economic Defence. President Eisenhower declared in , 
broadcast that every legitimate means would be used if necessary by 
the Federal Government to sustain the people’s basic prosperity. The 
Administration did not believe that American prosperity needed to 
depend on war or preparation for war. 

East-West Trade. Mr Stassen, director of the Foreign Operations 
Administration, said that U.S. policy on east-west trade had been given 
a new direction since the completion of the National Security Council's 
study of trade with the Communist bloc five months earlier. Controls 
on highly strategic trade had been tightened, and at the same time the 
United States had allowed the free world to trade in more non-strategic 
items. He said that Austria’s economic recovery had been so good that 
she would not need direct aid during the current fiscal year. Others in 
the same position were the Netherlands, Norway, Denmark, and 
Belgium. Mr Stassen announced that the United States was providing 
$150,000 from F.O.A. funds to help refugees whose settlement had 
been destroyed by fire on Christmas Day in Hong Kong. He estimated 
that Russia had shipped $200 m. worth of gold in the past four months 
and said it indicated the success of western trade policy. Russia had 
apparently used up her foreign exchange and was shipping gold to get 
products she needed. 

Great Britain. The Foreign Operations Administration announced 
new allocations of $15 m. to Britain and $2 m. to Germany for the 
purchase of surplus farm products. This brought the total allocated to 
Britain in the fiscal year to $55 m. An authorization of $11 m. for the 
purchase of cotton seed oil for the United Kingdom was also announced. 

5 jJan.—U.S.-Indian aid agreement (see India). 


USS.S.R. 19 Dec.—Pakistan Note (see U.S.S.R.). 

21 Dec.—Deputy Premiers. Moscow Radio announced the appoint- 
ment of five new deputy Premiers from among Cabinet members, 
bringing the total number to eight. These were: Mr M. Z. Saburov, 
chairman of the State planning committee; Mr M. G. Pervukhin, 
Minister of Electric Power Stations and the Electrical Industry; 
Mr I. S. Tevosyan, Minister of the Metallurgical Industry; Mr V. A. 
Malyshev, Minister of Transport and Medium Machine Building; 
Mr A. N. Kosygin, Minister of Consumer Goods and Light Food 
Industry. All five had been deputy Premiers under Stalin. 

Reply to U.S. Atomic Proposals. A Soviet reply to President 
Eisenhower’s atomic energy proposals of 8 December was handed to the 
American Ambassador. It pointed out that according to the proposals 
only a small part of a nation’s atomic material stockpiles would be al- 
lotted to the atomic agency under the aegis of the United Nations, and 
it stated that, in the opinion of the Soviet Government, it was essential 
that not some part, but the whole mass of atomic material should be 
directed to peaceful aims. The Soviet Government therefore insisted on 
the urgency of international agreement on the unconditional prohibition 
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of atomic weapons and on strict international control of such prohibi- 
tion. It proposed that the Powers discussing such agreement should 
discuss a Soviet proposal that they should undertake solemn and un- 
conditional pledges not to use atomic, hydrogen, or other weapons of 
mass extermination. 

23 Dec.—Beria. Lavrenti Beria, former Minister of the Interior, and 
six associates accused with him on 15 December, were sentenced to 
death by the Soviet Supreme Court for high treason and shot. 

26 Dec.—Four-Power Conference. In a reply to the western 
Powers’ Note of 8 December the Soviet Government suggested 
25 January or any subsequent date as the most appropriate date for the 
holding of a four-Power conference in Berlin and said that the repre- 
sentatives of the four High Commissioners in Berlin should decide on 
the building in which the conference should be held. The Soviet 
Government noted the western Powers ‘agreement to discuss’ the ques- 
tion of calling a five-Power conference to include Communist China, 
and it also emphasized the necessity of eliminating the threat of a 
revival of German militarism. 

27 Dec.—Georgia. Further changes in the Government of the 
Georgian Republic were disclosed in a Tiflis newspaper which an- 
nounced that Mr L. A. Rukhadze had been appointed Deputy Minister 
of Trade and that three other Ministers had been relieved of their posts 
and would be given new tasks. 

30 Dec.—British request for visas for Russian wives of British 
citizens (see Great Britain). 

31 Dec.—Tass reported that in replying to a questionnaire from the 
American International News Service, Mr Malenkov expressed the 
hope of a strengthening of friendship between Russia and the United 
states, and for a reduction in international tension. He said the most 
important step to be taken in 1954 was an agreement between the 
Powers to pledge themselves not to use atomic, hydrogen, or any other 
weapon of mass destruction. Such an agreement would facilitate the 
complete banning of atomic weapons and the establishment of a strict 
international control over the ban. The reduction of all other kinds of 
armaments and armed forces should also be agreed to. 

1 Jan.—Western Note. The Western Powers delivered identical 
Notes to the Kremlin, accepting the Russian proposal for a four-Power 
meeting of Foreign Ministers in Berlin on 25 January. They also agreed 
that representatives of the High Commissioners should discuss the 
technical arrangements including the site for the meeting, but they 
repeated that they favoured the building formerly used by the Allied 
Control Council. 

Soviet-Australian trade agreement (see Australia). 

Soviet statement re Italian prisoners in Russia (see Italy). 

2 Jan.—United States. The U.S. Ambassador, Mr Bohlen, called 
on Mr Molotov. It was later learned that they had discussed the pro- 
cedure for secret talks on President Eisenhower’s atomic proposal. 

3 Jan.—Figures of German prisoners of war in Russia (see Germany). 

4 Jan.—Four-Power Conference. The Government confirmed in 
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U.S.S.R. (continued) 
Notes to the three western Powers that the four-Power conference of 
Foreign Ministers should begin on 25 January in Berlin. 

6 Jan.—Party Control. In the course of an article in Pravda it was 
announced that the Central Committee of the Communist Party and 
the Government had adopted a number of measures to ensure unremit- 
ting and systematic control by party organizations over all sections 
of the State machine, including the organs of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs and over the strict adherence to Soviet Socialist law. 

Atomic Proposals. A communiqué was issued stating that the 
U.S.S.R. had authorized the Russian Ambassador in the United States, 
Mr Zarubin, to exchange views on the procedure of the forthcoming 
negotiations on atomic energy, and in particular about the time, place, 
and agenda. 


YEMEN. 1 Jan.—Great Britain. In a reply to a Yemeni Note the 
British Government denied Yemeni allegations that Britain had, in 
violation of Anglo-Yemeni agreements, repeatedly committed acts of 
aggression against unarmed villages in the area. 

5 Jan.—The Government informed the Egyptian Government in a 
Note that it had protested to Britain against acts of aggression and had 


notified all Arab States, asking members of the Arab League to include Ce 
Yemeni charges on the agenda of the League Council meeting on 4 
January. 

Dt 


YUGOSLAVIA. 18 Dec.—Danube Commission q.v. i 
30 Dec.—Extension of Italo- Yugoslav trade agreement (see /taly). Dt 
Danube Navigation. Mr Djuric, secretary of the Danube Com- 

mission, announced that the Danube was now open as an international 

waterway to any country’s shipping. Technical conditions existed for a 

considerable increase in river trade, and the principle of free navigation 

was being applied. 
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